






CENTRALITY OF
THE CROSS 



16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

COLOSSIANS 1



 Nicodemus
 The Crowd
 Simon of Cyrene 
 Roman Centurion
 Joseph of Arimathea 
 Mary Magdalene 

When we truly encounter the power of the Cross, we cannot help 
but change. 

THE CROSS SERIES:



 Pharisee
 Ruler of the Jews
 Member of Sanhedrin 
 Teacher of Israel 

NICODEMUS



1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 

JOHN 3



3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

JOHN 3



4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

JOHN 3



9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 
understand these things? 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life.

JOHN 3



9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then
when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake,
they lived.

NUMBERS 21



22 Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth! For I am God, 
and there is no other. 

ISAIAH 45



16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.

JOHN 3



 To Look not to Do
 To Believe not to Behave

God loved, so He gave. We believe, so we receive.

REBIRTH NOT RELIGION 



38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of 
Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might 
take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he 
came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had 
come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. 

JOHN 19



40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with 
the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place 
where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish 
day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid 
Jesus there.

JOHN 19



WHEN WE TRULY
ENCOUNTER THE CROSS,

WE CANNOT HELP
BUT GO ALL IN. 




