
Contentment vs Greed
Confidence vs False Hope
Generosity vs Selfishness



Love God, Not Money
(1 Timothy 6:6-12)





Ephesus

"the first and greatest metropolis of Asia."





6 But godliness with contentment is great 
gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the 

world, and we cannot take anything out of 
the world. 8 But if we have food and 

clothing, with these we will be content. 
9 But those who desire to be rich fall into 

temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge 

people into ruin and destruction

1 Timothy 6:6-12 ESV



10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evils. It is through this craving that some 

have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pangs. 11 But as 

for you, O man of God, flee these things. 
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good 

fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life 
to which you were called and about which you 
made the good confession in the presence of 

many witnesses.

1 Timothy 6:6-12 ESV



When is enough enough?
How will I know if I love Money more than God?



will not inherit the kingdom 
of God

greedy

9 Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 

of God? Do not be deceived: neither the 
sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the 
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 

swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 ESV

The greedy will NOT inherit the kingdom of God.



Contentment

GreedPoverty

I want more!
I don’t have 

enough

MaterialismAsceticism

(I want more) (I don’t have 
enough)



godliness6 But godliness with contentment is 
great gain, 

1 Timothy 6:6 ESV

[eusébeia] 
("godly heart-response") 

one's inner response to the 
things of God



contentment6 But godliness with contentment is 
great gain, 

1 Timothy 6:6 ESV

[autárkeia] 
a sufficiency of the 
necessaries of life







nothing into the world
anything out of the 

world

7 for we brought nothing into the world, 
and we cannot take anything out of the 

world. 

1 Timothy 6:7 ESV



food clothing8 But if we have food and clothing, with 
these we will be content. 

1 Timothy 6:8 ESV

nourishment protection

contentcontent. 

[aut-árkeia] 
Self sufficient : 

a Spirit-filled Christian having all they need 
within, through the indwelling of Christ





So why is it hard 
to be content

food clothing
content

8 But if we have food and clothing, with 
these we will be content. 

?
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Am I greedy?
3 Steps to

Greed Entrapment



Contentment

CovetousComplacent
(Greed)(Lazy)

(with Godliness)



desire to be rich 9 But those who desire to be rich fall 
into temptation, into a snare, into many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction

1 Timothy 6:9 ESV



https://knowledge.insead.edu/blog/insead-blog/seven-signs-of-the-greed-syndrome-4624



Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker



temptation snare
9 But those who desire to be rich fall into 

temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge 

people into ruin and destruction

1 Timothy 6:9 ESV
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ruin destruction

9 But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction

1 Timothy 6:9 ESV

[apoleia] 
often used to describe eternal loss











love money
craving

wandered away faith
many pangs

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evils. It is through this craving that some 
have wandered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pangs. 

1 Timothy 6:10 ESV



So how do we 
protect ourselves 

from the 
Entrapment of Greed?



flee these 
things

11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these 
things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, steadfastness, gentleness. 

1 Timothy 6:11 ESV

[pheugo] 
to escape, to vanish, 

to seek safety

from the pursuit of money



Pursue
11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these 

things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, steadfastness, gentleness. 

1 Timothy 6:11 ESV

pursue with all haste, 
aggressively chase, 
earnestly endeavor 

to acquire

The way of Righteousness & Godliness



Fight the good fight 
hold of the eternal life you were 
called

12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called and about which you made the good 

confession in the presence of many witnesses.

1 Timothy 6:12 ESV

on your eternal identity & calling



whatever situation 
content

every 
circumstance

all things him 
who strengthens 

11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I 
have learned in whatever situation I am to 
be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, 
and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of 

facing plenty and hunger, abundance 
and need. 13 I can do all things through him 

who strengthens me.

Philippians 4:11-13 ESV



the secret to 
CONTENTMENT

is having
JESUS CHRIST



Love God, Not Money
(1 Timothy 6:6-12)

DO THISDO THISBEWAREBEWARE


